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The Iiollorable Michael K. Powdl
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'h Streel NW
\Vashingloll, D.C. 20554

Rc: Mil Docket No. 04-207

Dear Chainnan Powell:

As the primary llltlllagcr of Co-op City, one ol"\he largest cooperative housing
<lcvdoprllcnts in lhe United States, I am very concerneD about th<.\ ramiticatiotls of an a Ia
carte scheme curn:l\l]Y bt'ing debated in Washington 011 the tOilS of thousands o!'rcsidcnt<;
of Co-Op City who sub>eribc to cable kkvision. Thcs.c customers could be deprived of
specialized programming, such as [JET. Telcmundo. TV One, and ESPN Deportes, that
Ihey enjoy today and wam to continue to receive at reasonable prices m the future,

Under an a la carte regime, cablc programming serviecs would be purchased on a
dmnncl-by-channcl basis fathn than packaged togelher. This sounds appeHling but the
economics of the eablc industry can not support this appruaeh. Cablc channels depend
prima,.,ly 011 advertising revenue and Ihe more subscribers a channel has, Iheo more
revenue it receives fru11l advcrtisep; and operator liecnsc tccs. The program networks
that appeal to the minority community wOllld likely havc !Cwer customers and, therefore,
smaller rcvenucs. As revenueos go down, thc programmer would havc to pass on
illcrcosl.->(\ custs tu the customcr III the form of highcr subscription fecs, Given Iheo
probability th~t sllch program nctwurh would bto too expensive for many customers, Ih",
ultimale resull wi 11 be the reduction or elimination of prugraTTnning aimed aI ethnic,
minority, ilfld filrcigu-Ianguage audiences. This would bto ,I tragic loss In uur residems
alld the public at brge.

Wc btolieve that eablc television will COl1tlnue to gruw and eoxpand the
prugranlllll ng options tor di veorseo groups and specialized audiences if it eontinucs to bto
able 10 utTer its services III al1'Ol'lIablc, attractivc packages. We therefore 'mplore theo
government not tu adopt a lit carte re8"lation or the cable industry,

Sincerely,

~~"JI-t".;--


